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D.I.Y. Railing System

Straight/Level Run Instructions 
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D.I.Y. Railing Guide 

 

What’s Included 

Fittings            
11x Mechanical  
11x Preswaged       
    
 
Unions  
x(Number of posts)  
 
 
 
 
 
Top Cap 
x(number of segments between posts) 
 
 
 
Escutcheon Covers    
x(number of posts) 
 
 
 
  
 
Fasteners (type varies depending on floor material) 
x(number of posts x 4) 
 
 
Intermediate Posts 
x(determined by measurements provided) 
 
 
End Posts 
2x 
 
 

*Optional 
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1 Layout procedure for chalk line: 

1.1 Measure 3” from the edge of the wall for the center of the post. 

1.2 Measure 4” from the edge of slab or deck for the center of the post. 

1.3 Mark where measurements meet. 

1.4 At the other end, measure 4” from the edge of slab or deck. 

1.5 From the other side of the corner, measure 4” from the edge of slab or deck and 

mark where measurements meet. 

1.6 Snap a chalk line from the center of measurements at one end to the center at 

the other end. (Fig. 1.A) 
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2 Layout: 

2.1 All the top cap lengths and offsets have been calculated to fit the dimensions 

supplied at the time of ordering. Unpackage and layout the larger pieces to get 

familiar with them. Be sure that all intermediate posts are placed between the 

end posts 

2.2 Lay out the posts and top cap roughly in their installed locations. 

2.3 Check the dimensions and positions and make any slight shifts in location if 

needed.   

3 Installing first post:  End Post 

3.1 After the chalk lines have been placed, center the baseplate template over the 

chalk line. 

3.2 Align the notch in the baseplate template with the chalk line. This will ensure the 

cables are properly aligned. (Fig. 3.A)  

 
3.3 Drill through the center of the two smaller holes in the baseplate template. These 

will be the holes for the fasteners. 

3.4 Remove the template and replace with the first end post positioning the center of 

the slots over the holes.   

3.5 Loosely install the two fasteners through the slotted holes in the baseplate. 

Fig. 3.A 
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3.6 Be sure the chalk line is aligned with the alignment notch in the baseplate before 

securing the fasteners. Recheck the alignment of the notch with the chalk line and 

adjust back to the center if needed. (Fig. 3.B) 

 
3.7 Mark location of remaining two (2) fasteners through their holes in the baseplate, 

drill holes for fasteners, install the two (2) remaining fasteners. 

3.8 Shim post to level as needed. Check level on post going left and right, and forward 

and back. Once level tighten all four (4) fasteners.  

3.9 If optional escutcheon cover was ordered install Escutcheon Cover over the 

baseplate. (Fig. 3.C) 

Fig. 3.B 
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3.10 Install the Top Cap Union into the top of the post and screw down until tight, then 

unscrew until the union is roughly aligned with the chalk line. 

3.11  Please note that the union can be screwed up or down to adjust height if needed.
3.12 Slip End Cap section over the Top Cap Union and tighten the set screw on the 

bottom of the Top Cap Union.  (Fig. 3.D) 

Fig. 3.C 

Fig. 3.D 
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4 Placing second post:  Intermediate Post 

4.1 When the first post is installed and a Top Cap section is attached, the location of 

the second post will be predetermined by the length of the Top Cap.  

4.2 If optional escutcheon cover was ordered, slide an Escutcheon Cover onto the 

post now and suspend through one of the cable holes to keep the Escutcheon 

Cover out of way. 

4.3 Install Top Cap Union into the top of the intermediate post and screw down.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

4.4 Install Top Cap on end post union and tighten set screw 

4.5 Check alignment of the notch in baseplate with chalk line and readjust as needed.  

4.6 Slide the intermediate post on the top cap and secure with the set screw 

Check the level of the top cap between posts. If top cap is uneven, loosen set 

screw on the union that is shorter. Take the union out of the top cap and unscrew 

until level. Replace the top cap back onto the union and tighten the set screw. 

(Fig. 4.B) 
 

 
 

Fig. 4.A 
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Fig. 4.C 

 

Fig. 4.B 


